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International Council on English Braille

Fifth General Assembly

Registration announcement

Proudly hosted by

Blind SA and

the SA National Council for the Blind

The Fifth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) will be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, from Sunday 6 to Thursday 10 May 2012. Details of venue, registration, accommodation and related information follow.

Dates

Sunday 6 May to Thursday 10 May 2012 (inclusive) for the General Assembly itself.

Venue

The Protea Hotel Samrand

Physical Address: 95 Sterling Street, Midrand

Postal Address: PO Box 2273, Midrand, Gauteng, South Africa 1685

Phone: +27 12 657 0110

Fax: +27 12 657 0133

Email: reservations@phsamrand.co.za
Web: www.proteahotels.com/protea-hotel-samrand.html
The Protea Hotel Samrand is halfway between Johannesburg and Pretoria. It is a 30-minute drive from the airport and is near the CBD.

All rooms have air-conditioning, plug points for laptops and modems and deluxe en-suite bathrooms.

All the General Assembly meetings will be held in the hotel. The meeting rooms are smoke-free.

Delegations

Each member nation of ICEB may send a delegation of up to four members, at least 50% of whom must be blind. Each delegate should be regarded by his/her standard setting body as knowledgeable of English language Braille. Serious consideration should be given to selecting delegates who can represent the interests of blind consumers.

Each delegation of a member nation of ICEB shall have one vote.

Each member nation of ICEB should send a list of the names and addresses of the members of its delegation to the ICEB Secretary, Dr Judith M. Dixon, at least sixty days prior to the commencement of the General Assembly or not later than 7 March 2012, email jdix@loc.gov.

Observers

Interested observers, both individuals and organisational representatives, are welcome to attend the General Assembly. Observers will have opportunities to speak at the General Assembly, but do not have the right to vote.

Observers are requested to notify the Secretary of their attendance, with their name and address details, at least sixty days before the General Assembly or by 7 March 2012 (see contact details above).

Registration

There will be no registration fee for attendees (whether delegates, observers or accompanying persons). Attendees will be responsible for their accommodation and meal costs as listed below.

Attendees (whether delegates, observers or accompanying persons) are asked to register with the South African organising committee using the registration form provided by Friday 2 March 2012.

Accommodation

Rooms have been reserved at The Protea Hotel Samrand (contact details as above).

The hotel is offering the following rates for those attending the ICEB General Assembly and associated meetings:

Single room (including bed and breakfast) 1200 Rand per night;

Twin or double room (including bed and breakfast) 850 Rand per person per night.

The above rates also include the welcome cocktail party on Saturday, 5 May 2012 at The Protea Hotel Samrand at 17:00, the braai (barbecue) at Blind SA on the Monday evening, 7 May 2012 and the presidential dinner on Wednesday evening, 9 May 2012 at The Protea Hotel Samrand.
Hotel reservation instructions

Hotel reservations must be made directly with the Hotel, not through ICEB or the South African organising committee. Bookings should be made by email or telephone. It is essential that you quote booking reference number 128203 and refer to the "ICEB General Assembly" when contacting the hotel.

The hotel accepts all major credit cards.

Electricity and Internet Access

The electricity standard in South Africa is 220 volts AC. Power sockets in the hotel will take British, European, American, Australian and New Zealand plugs.

Wireless internet is available, up to 100 MB per day free of charge.

Transport to the hotel

The organising committee will provide transport from the airport to the hotel and back to the airport. If people prefer, they can have the experience of travelling with the new rapid rail train from the airport which is known as the Gautrain. This information is on the registration form.

The weather

May is at the beginning of winter in South Africa which is sunny and dry. Nights are cold, but temperatures hardly ever go below freezing point. Days are generally still fairly mild.

For those who also want to visit Cape Town, it will most likely be cold, wet and rainy there with a strong northwesterly wind.

File types and formats for General Assembly documentation

If electronic documents are sent to Braille Services South Africa to be brailled for the ICEB General Assembly, the following are the requirements:

1. Documents not yet translated into braille that are required to be translated can be sent as Microsoft Word files (any version), or as DXP files.

2. Documents which have already been translated can be sent as either DXB or BRF files.

3. When sending BRF files, please note that Braille Services South Africa page layout is 25 lines per page, 39 characters per line.

4. Braille Services produce braille only in UEB and other unified codes.

Related events

There will be a meeting of the outgoing ICEB Executive Committee on Saturday 5 May and a meeting of the incoming ICEB Executive Committee on Friday 11 May.

There will be a meeting of Braille SA, the Braille Authority of South Africa, on Thursday 3 and Friday 4 May. Braille SA has warmly invited Assembly delegates and observers to attend its meeting should they wish to do so.

The Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities is meeting in Perth, Western Australia, from Saturday 28 April to Tuesday 1 May 2012. The Australian Braille Authority will be holding its Annual Meeting on Saturday 28 April 2012. Information about the 2012 Round Table Conference can be found at http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/conference.php.

ICEB General Assembly Contacts

For further information regarding local arrangements for the ICEB General Assembly please contact:

Christo de Klerk

Email: cjdk@mweb.co.za
For information regarding the conduct of the ICEB General Assembly contact the ICEB Secretary.

Dr Judith M. Dixon

Email: jdix@loc.gov
